MEDICAL IMAGING PATIENT INFORMATION

Pre-stereotactic core biopsy
Patient preparation instructions

An appointment at Cabrini Medical Imaging will be
made for you by your breast specialist doctor. If you
are taking any blood thinning medication, please ask
your specialist if and when you should stop taking the
medication prior to the procedure.

Please allow 60 minutes for the procedure, and up to
30 minutes afterwards, for rest and recovery.

Do not plan to drive home after the procedure. Please
arrange for a friend or family member to drop you off
and to drive you home afterwards. You should allow for
not working for the rest of the day, but most women
feel able to return to work the next day.

What will happen on the day?

After you arrive in the medical imaging department,
you will be shown to a private area where a nurse will
ask you some questions about your medical history
that is relevant to this test, and take details of any
medication that you are currently taking.

The radiographer will then take you to the
mammography room and explain what will happen
during the procedure. You will then be asked to sit or
lie on a chair like a dentist’s chair. Some preliminary
images are taken, then the radiology doctor will inject
local anaesthetic into the area to be biopsied.

Using specialised equipment, a needle is used to
withdraw tissue samples from the breast. When the
radiologist is satisfied that the tissue sampling is
complete, the needle is removed from the breast and
you will be made more comfortable.

Everything that will happen is explained beforehand,
and you are free to ask questions before and during the
procedure.
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Results

The breast tissue specimens will be sent to the Cabrini
Pathology department immediately after the procedure
and results will be available within a few days.

How much will this cost?

Although Medicare will provide a rebate towards
the cost of the biopsy, all patients will incur an out of
pocket expense.

Private patients incur an out of out-of-pocket
expense of $380 for the biopsy (full fee before rebate is
$1006.95)

Pensioner and Healthcare Card (HCC) holders incur
an out-of-pocket expense of $254.65 for the biopsy (full
fee before rebate is $881.60)

Chemo card holders incur no out-of-pocket expense
for the biopsy, and are charged the equipment cost of
$100-$130 which is not covered by Medicare.

A separate specimen account sent by Melbourne
Pathology is an additional cost for all patients,
including pensioners and HCC holders.

Questions

For more information, please contact Cabrini Medical
Imaging using the number below.
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